


On February 23 of this year, we came together at the Newseum in Washington, D.C. for a
National Clean Energy Project summit, which focused on the challenge of capturing this energy
opportunity. At that event, we brought together an influential group of leaders from your
administration, Congress and states, business, labor, and advocacy to help refine and advance the
policy agenda and build political will to support a clean, reliable, and intelligent energy
infrastructure for the 21st century. At this event, the Center for American Progress presented a
discussion draft of “Wired for Progress,” a policy paper that offers a possible framework for
compromise to build support for rewiring the nation’s electricity grid.

Since that time, Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) has introduced the Clean Renewable Energy and
Economic Development Act, a major piece of transmission legislation focused on rebuilding our
electricity grid. Senator Reid’s bill and the CAP plan share many features in common. Further,
such a national strategy to rewire the electric grid and bring large-scale clean renewable energy
to market will advance the goals that are articulated in the Pickens Plan: to exchange reliance on
clean renewable energy and domestic natural gas for our current dependence on foreign oil.

This last month has also seen great political momentum build on clean energy. Senator
Bingaman has also circulated draft text of a transmission bill, and the Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources held hearings on the subject. Both the House and Senate are
moving rapidly toward legislation that combines forward-looking energy policies with serious
action on climate, to drive new investment into the clean energy transition. In such an integrated
energy bill new political coalitions are possible, and a truly national consensus can be achieved.
This will involve support for strong renewable energy and efficiency standards, supported by
commitment to a national transmission infrastructure and intelligent “smart grid” distribution,
which both ensure that cleaner energy also improves reliability, security, and affordability for
consumers over time.

We attach to this letter a copy of “Wired for Progress 2.0,” a report following up on the February
summit, outlining a framework and strategy for rewiring the grid. Four key principles must guide
this effort.

e First, a national clean-energy smart grid must be well planned and built on existing
efforts, giving states and communities a strong voice in the process and designing a
national electricity network to access our vast renewable energy resources.

e Second, this sustainable grid infrastructure must actually be built. This will require
stronger authorities to permit and site new transmission lines, with serious environmental
review and local engagement—but with an equal commitment to see projects through to
completion.

e Third, costs must be shared broadly so that no single state or group of ratepayers is left to
carry these investments alone. Moving to a clean-energy infrastructure is a national
problem that will require a national solution and shared commitment.

e And fourth, this new grid must be built for the purpose of transitioning to low-carbon
energy—in other words, it must be green. A more secure and resilient grid is important in
its own right, but if we rebuild the grid without emphasizing this goal, there is a danger
that we could unintentionally increase global warming emissions. Instead, we must seek
assurances that a more robust transmission system contributes to building a low-carbon
economy.







