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People of color are becoming a growing force among the electorate as the number of 
eligible voters who are people of color continues to increase. Their potential to have a 
profound impact on the American political system is clear. In particular, women of color 
are driving this trend with their tendency to vote at higher rates than their non-Hispanic 
white counterparts. 

•	 The percentage of the eligible electorate who are people of color has steadily 

increased. In 1996, African Americans made up 11.9 percent of the electorate, while 
Hispanics made up 6.1 percent and Asian Americans constituted 2.1 percent.1 By 
2014, blacks constituted 12.5 percent of the electorate, Hispanics constituted 11.4 
percent, and Asian Americans represented 4.2 percent.2 

•	 In many of the battleground states, people of color will become a larger percentage 

of the voting-eligible population and will have increased influence in the upcom-

ing presidential election. In Florida, Latinos will increase their share of the voting-
eligible population from 17.1 percent in 2012 to 20.2 percent by 2016;3 African 
Americans will increase their share of the voting-eligible population from 14.6 
percent in 2012 to 15.5 percent by 2016;4 and Asian Americans will increase their 
share from 1.9 percent in 2012 to 2.2 percent by 2016. The non-Hispanic white 
share of the voting-eligible population will decrease from 65.3 percent in 2012 to 
61.7 percent by 2016.5 In Georgia, the Hispanic share of the voting-eligible popu-
lation will increase from 3.9 percent in 2012 to 5.6 percent by 2016;6 the African 
American share of the voting-eligible population will increase from 31.1 percent to 
32 percent during the same time span;7 and the Asian American share of the voting-
eligible population is expected to increase from 2.2 percent in 2012 to 3 percent by 
2016.8 The non-Hispanic white share of the voting-eligible population is expected to 
fall from 61.7 percent in 2012 to 59.3 percent in 2016.9 



Women of color 
make up the vast  
majority of newly  
eligible women  
voters 

74%

2  Center for American Progress  |  The Rising Political Clout of People of Color

•	 Asian Americans’ share of the electorate is growing. From 2000 to 2012, the number 
of Asian American voters grew from approximately 2 million to 3.9 million vot-
ers.10 The Asian American share of the voting-eligible population increased from 1.8 
percent in 2000 to close to 4 percent of the voting-eligible population in 2014.11 By 
2044, it is expected that Asian Americans will comprise 10 percent of the voting-
eligible population.12

•	 During the 2012 presidential election, African Americans voted at a higher rate than 

non-Hispanic white voters. Blacks voted at a rate of 66.2 percent,13 compared with 
non-Hispanic whites, who voted at a rate of 64.1 percent. This was the first time that the 
African American voting rate exceeded that of non-Hispanic whites since the Bureau 
of the Census began to record voting rates in 1964.14 In fact, the 2012 black vote repre-
sented a larger share of the electorate than the African American share of eligible voters.

•	 Women of color are growing to be an even more important segment of the elector-

ate. Since 2000, women of color have contributed 74 percent15 of the growth in eli-
gible women voters. The voting-eligible population of white women has increased by 
approximately 6 percent since 1990, compared with a 55 percent16 increase in voting-
eligible women of color over the same time period. 

•	 A large portion of the population of people of color is below age 18, and a vast 

majority are U.S. citizens. As of 2013, 26.2 percent of blacks,17 32.8 percent of 
Latinos,18 and 21 percent of Asians were below age 18.19 19.4 percent of whites were 
below age 18.20 With such significant populations below age 18, particularly in the 
Latino community, these demographic groups are poised to see an increase in their 
share of eligible voters as those below age 18 reach voting age. Furthermore, accord-
ing to the Pew Hispanic Center, close to 800,000 Latinos21 turn 18 each year; by 2030, 
this number could grow to 1 million per year.22 According to the Census Bureau’s 2013 
American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, 94.5 percent23 of Latinos under age 
18 were either born in the United States or are naturalized citizens. That same survey 
found that 86.7 percent24 of Asians under age 18 were born in the United States or are 
naturalized citizens. As Asian and Latino youth age, they will add to the growing share 
of eligible voters in their respective communities. 

•	 There are as many eligible Latino voters today as there were actual voters in the 

2012 presidential election. In 2012, about 12 million Latinos voted. That same year, 
however, there were 11.2 million Latino adults who were eligible to vote but did not.25
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