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Introduction

In 2013, the nation’s official poverty rate still remained unacceptably high at 14.5 
percent. Some 45.3 million Americans were living in poverty—defined as $23,834 
per year for a family of four.1 Each year, Half in Ten, a partnership campaign with the 
Center for American Progress Action Fund, the Leadership Conference on Civil 
and Human Rights, and the Coalition on Human Needs, publishes an annual report 
that examines 21 different indicators of economic security and opportunity to help 
better understand where the country is improving the situation for American’s 
struggling families and where the nation must do a better job.

While our annual report, ”Building Local Momentum for National Change,” focuses 
on how we are faring on the national level, the Center for American Progress Action 
Fund issues a companion report, which provides a comparative look at the states. 
For each of the 15 indicators examined in our national report, CAP ranks the states 
in comparison to one another and highlights policies to improve those indicators. 

The good news is that our economy is growing again, but too many low-income 
families are not seeing any benefit. Instead, stagnant low-wages, unaffordable 
housing and child care, and a lack of health insurance coverage are only a few of 
the challenges that Americans face as they try to make ends meet in an economy 
that simply isn’t working for everyone. However, the conversation about income 
inequality, poverty, and opportunity has started to shift, and while Congress 
seems incapable of passing common-sense anti-poverty policies on the national 
level, cities and states are forging ahead and raising the minimum wage, breaking 
down barriers to employment, extending access to paid sick days, expanding 
Medicaid, and more.

Acknowledging the current political reality, it is the states and people on the ground 
who can effectively advocate for the policies that will build a more inclusive economy. 
To make substantive change and dramatically reduce poverty in America, we must 
harness the momentum on the state and local level. As Rev. William Barber, the 
president of the North Carolina NAACP and leader of the Moral Mondays 
movement, “If you want to change America, you gotta think states.” 
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Indicator Source

POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES

Poverty rate Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2013), Table B17001.

Child poverty rate Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2013), Table B17006.

Income inequality Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2013), Table B19082.

GOOD JOBS

High school graduation rate
National Center for Education Statistics, “Common Core of Data,” available at http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/ (last 
accessed November 2014).

Higher education attainment rate
Analysis of data from the Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey: 2012 3-year estimate (U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, 2013), Table B15001.

Disconnected youth

Kids Count Data Center, “Persons Age 18 to 24 Not Attending School, Not Working, and No Degree Beyond High 
School,” available at http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5063-persons-age-18-to-24-not-attending-
school-not-working-and-no-degree-beyond-high-school?loc=1&loct=1#detailed/1/any/false/868,867,133,38,35/
any/11484,11485 (last accessed November 2014).

Unemployment rate Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (U.S. Department of Labor, 2013). 

Gender wage gap
Analysis of data from the Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2013), 
Table S0201.

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Children living apart from parents
Kids Count Data Center, “Children 0 to 17 in Foster Care,” available at http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/ 
6242-children-0-to-17-in-foster-care?loc=1&loct=1#detailed/1/any/false/868,867,133,38,35/any/12985,12986 
(last accessed November 2014). 

Teen birth rate
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “National Vital Statistics System,” available at http://www.cdc.gov/
nchs/nvss.htm (last accessed November 2014).

FAMILY ECONOMIC SECURITY

Lack of health insurance coverage
Analysis of data from the Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2013), 
Table C27016.

Hunger and food insecurity
Alisha Coleman-Jensen, Christian Gregory, and Anita Singh, Household Food Security in the United States in 2013 
(U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2014), available at http://www.ers.usda.gov/media/1565415/err173.pdf.

Unemployment insurance coverage
U.S. Department of Labor, “Unemployment Insurance Chartbook,” available at http://workforcesecurity.doleta.gov/
unemploy/chartbook.asp (last accessed November 2014).

Affordable and available housing
National Low Income Housing Coalition, “The Affordable Rental Housing Gap Persists,” Housing Spotlight 4 (1) 
(2014), available at http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/HS_4-1.pdf. 

Savings and assets
Corporation for Enterprise Development, “Assets & Opportunity Scorecard,” available at http://assetsandopportunity.
org/scorecard/ (last accessed November 2014); Analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income 
and Program Participation, 2011.



The Center for American Progress Action Fund transforms progressive ideas into policy 

through rapid response communications, legislative action, grassroots organizing and 

advocacy, and partnerships with other progressive leaders throughout the country and 

the world. The Action Fund is also the home of the Progress Report and ThinkProgress.

1333 H STREET, NW, 10TH FLOOR, WASHINGTON, DC 20005 • TEL: 202-682-1611 • FAX: 202-682-1867 • WWW.AMERICANPROGRESSACTION.ORG




