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Anti-Science Climate Denier Caucus
114th Congress

Here are the facts:

Ninety-seven percent of 

climate scientists agree that 

current human activity is 

contributing to the warming 

atmosphere and causing the 

global climate to change.2

One hundred sixty-nine 

Republicans in the 114th 

Congress are on record 

questioning or denying the 

science behind climate change.3 

Fifty-three percent—or 131 

members—of the House 

Republican caucus question 

or deny the science behind 

climate change.4

Seventy percent—or 38 

members—of the Senate 

Republican caucus question 

or deny the science behind 

climate change.5

After the warmest year in recorded history, a shocking number of congressional 
Republicans—more than 56 percent—continue to deny or question the science behind 
human-caused climate change.1 

As it returns to the nation’s capital, the new Republican-controlled Congress has made it 
clear that it has no intention of prioritizing action on climate change. In fact, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and the new head of the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee, Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK), have vowed to stop the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s, or EPA’s, attempt to curb carbon pollution and slow the devastating 
effects of climate change.6 

Georgia

Newly elected Sen. David Perdue (R-GA) questions the science behind climate change: 
“The EPA is really overreaching and damaging entire industries. We’ve got to get some 
common sense back in Washington—in science, there’s an active debate going on.”7 
Below are additional members of the Georgia caucus who also doubt the science behind 
climate change:

Rep. Rick Allen (R-GA-12): During a debate, Rep. Allen was asked, “Do you believe 
manmade greenhouse gas emissions are a major source of climate change?” He responded, 
“The answer is no.”8

Rep. Buddy Carter (R-GA-01): Rep. Carter said, “Certainly we have to pay attention to 
[climate change]. There’s no doubt about that. But I do have reservations about how 
real it is.”9

Rep. Doug Collins (R-GA-09): Rep. Collins answered “no” when asked by a Vote Smart 
questionnaire if he believes human activity is contributing to climate change.10



2  Center for American Progress Action Fund  |  Anti-science Climate Denier Caucus

Rep. Jody Hice (R-GA-10): Rep. Hice said, “The Radical Environmental Movement with 
former Vice President Al Gore as its poster boy has propagandized the theory of impending 
environmental disaster due to ‘Global Warming.’… The theory is that so-called global 
warming is caused by greenhouse gases caused by carbon-based fuels.”11 

Rep. Tom Price (R-GA-06): Rep. Price said, “This decision goes against all common sense, 
especially considering the many recent revelations of errors and obfuscation in the 
allegedly ‘settled science’ of global warming.”12

Rep. Lynn Westmoreland (R-GA-03): Rep. Westmoreland co-filed a petition to the EPA 
to reconsider its Endangerment Finding on greenhouse gases. The petition said that, 
“Climategate reveals a serious lack of integrity in the underlying data and models, such 
that it is doubtful that any process can be trusted until the data and models are validated 
and their integrity assured.”13 

Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-GA): Sen. Isakson said, “Science has shown us that there has been 
a gradual warming of the earth over the last 50 years. What is not as clear is whether the 
cause for this warming is man-made emissions, a cyclical warming of the planet, or a 
combination of both. Given the uncertainty in the science behind climate change, I believe 
that we should take proactive steps, both personally and as a nation, to reduce our 
emissions footprint.”14 

In addition to Congress, Georgia’s governor also questions the science behind climate 
change. Gov. Nathan Deal (R) has said of global warming, “It is an argument and a 
debate that will continue in this country and I have no reason to become engaged in it 
other than to say I’m the governor of this state.”15
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